TYPOLOGY B

Stephen Taylor’s work
on the house type and
urban intensification
suggests a timely and
important afternative
to empty formalism,
says Irina Davidovici.
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The continued growth of cities and the
demand for densification force architects 1o
eleal, sill, with issues one might have believed
were Jong exhavsted. The discourse around
city, type and place, «
retical revisions of a comimercial
T sam in the 194605, maint
its relezmce in spite of countless misinierpre
tations, of which postmodern historicism is

oing since the thee

and deli-

sl mvddes

of the least honourable.

Type, tha Gamously ambiguous staple of
19705 theory, contains the promise of recon-
ciliation between formemaking and the deep-
e bavers of a collective urban consciousness,
allowing architects wo foray a rich repository
nifested in

1 in common and m
the heterogeneons sulstance of the it
Unforumately, wive TAnge
combined with the need 10 asen one’s ore-

o has led contemporary
ever further from the delicate
sctual autonomy, toward

halance of an
the production of objects that demand atten-
tion throwgh their own formal inventiveness
rather than amhing to do with cultural con-

text. The dissppearance of the iradition

as 2 unified object of sdy and its replace-
ment with the dissor
lithes
b likewise dhown i
ar very posbilitg, ¢
lbowing global networks of virnel mfor-
ated in s place — with the
wcts as a result,

Nt co-existenee of van-

close proximity o
doubt the
a local cul

mation o be ¢
e o wil fon formal ante

The loss of theoretical groand suffered by
wpe and place is nevertheless constanily chal-
lenged by the reassuring fact tha, concretely,
ng on the

we are still collective beings ¢
iz,

points of orentation provided by §

ordinary wrban emironments, The deep
structures of culture which ype promised o

are sill in plice, in spite of architec

tre's current fixatdon with abstract form

and cremsive individualig, So it is with grat
e potes the continting preocoupa-
the fundamentals of hnmman
setiire that i often small in
et i scope, et absolutely rigor-

ous in s search for collective intelligibility.
e i poi
Beneath the intelligent, undemonstrstive
resolution of conerete problems — often the

Stephen Tavlor's work §s a o

densifi

ion of tight urban sites — liesa more
implicit research of established types, an inge-
nuity focused on revision mther than iny
tion. The three terraced dwellings

Sereet, i Lovedon's Dectlual

con, illusuzne
o bounkry
line where something deeply known is
reassessed through the deformation of is ele-
ments or the addition, collagedik
ment belonging o another tpology. In the
righteenth century, this area was one of the
nsest and poorest parts of the East End
with intinate streets defined by small cor

asearch for the limits of by

-, of an ele-

txges; i the last century the urban grain was
erodbed by bomb damage and waves of social
reform. Tavlor's houses replace o postawar
i ey shed inan urban block made up
of diverse building types and activities,

The 12 by 9 metre site with
ing aspect 1o Chance $
three plots, e

single e

rect i divided into

ch occupicd by a threestorey
house, To the front the howses are unified by
a flan brick Gwcade, while lig
Bruighitinto the rear by a series of small court-
v brick walls. The three
“eotrvards’ = more | daeed light-wells -

vards with white ¢

Chance Street, east London
Seert as an mtorce of wbon repas;
this presest acknonddae ond
celelunites the potthwork ety ta which
it betongs, its brick forode supplying
Ihe missg piece in the biock of winch
it s @ prat, writes Stephen Taylor.
Therties of compact city dwelling are
explored i the design of Shese houses.
The intimate courtyards ore animated
by the axtersive glired ekvotion that
apen onto them. At ground leved, fokd-
ing phazed screerts open two sides of
the courtyand fo the inferior of the
oy, winile o the it floor lorpe
bitoslinig windows thaf conmtifule one
side o the bedvoorn cpen exdermolly
oSy the vt of the courtyord.

Uik London townhousss of the
eighteenth and pinsteenth centures,
the configurntion enticpates @ change
af use by thwe cccugponts over lime;
roams gt desigred o hest o ronge of
orthaties. Irverting the ool order
skce theve is no ground-devel garden
the dining rocm/Litchen & positiorsed
ot the top faos, bonefiting fom the:
best fiht, bexroonm are on the Bt
Hoow, o the ground foor is cvailoble
for @ vaiety of uses that may indlade
@ smafl work rmorm.
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Frrshouse Bockhouse: | coatyerd,

2 yord 3 beofword, 4 shower/Batfwoom,
1§ entrce, & Iy, 7 bichai
8 storoge, 9 beecen, 10 sk
Section IWEh fight coutyorch e
dylypeing arad ventiotion, the high:
ety Kow-rie FXE) OLSY (ETMTY
S0 o Bher kL

34 v ATIES

[

that wansdorm the iy plans into double-
aspect units combine two Kinds of references.
Theyare i 1
the Ceongian ek vare, anel also an improve
ment on the mather grim ventilagon sduafts
common in the dense urban blocks of old
Evropean cities.

Carrenthy,

versions of

for s alaptings the Chanee
a howsing development m

Rainham on the castern edge of London,
imvohed ina
sllaboration with
is proposing
Ip of alleyvwanys rem-

where the practice has e 1>
terplanning project i
Seanton Williams, The
tense land se with the
imiscent of the East Ened's o "turmings”
A recently completed project i Chardote
Road, 3 few hundred metes west of Chance
Street. i single unit the
phexc brief. Three different programmes, with
characters ranging from the pablic
intimate, are dac Kaeel oy ahae vosdan
“townihouse i
penetmation of the tpologica] discourse with
thinking on pl

fits in 2 e coen-

the

('Iu the lightindustrial |)<.|1pl:r'n of the
City, Shorediich hies seen profound clunges

ative trades secking affordalil
spaaces. Chadotie Road i a siraight, namow
wrees apening s o dominant Ciry sky-
line. Intensely parcelled and densely bul
is one of Shoreditch’s most cobere
oughfues, s its seale didn™t allow for the
casaenl warehowses ol garages that coexisg,
on surrcunding streets, with sall and medi-
Iouises. Here, the street frontge
consists mostly of thiee- o fourssiorey, brick
i il huildings dating back 1 the nine
seenthcenmury industrial expansion, which
gradually ook over the plots of much small
mwostoney cottages, Even though the exise-
g properties” widths vary ©
memory of narow acls e
o the repetitiveness and vertical acoents of
the inuous, unduliting street fronts.

LS

Broadway, Rairham Fronthouse/Backinase & o com-
ot developrrwnt of 2§ houses and siv aportmends in
the heart of Raintam, writes Stephen Taylor, it fllows
‘o recently completed masterikan which i to bring
revdential NDENSIOCITON 16 UM NESHON VWoRE, Propor-
sy @ mix of three-starey house types that are aocetsed
either fhom 0 ginef that ats through the block from
{Barckhouse) or from exiting village streets
(irenthoune). Mast of the nineteenth confury street groin
rerrir, yet enanty of the Tiphtly chistered delings thot
charoctenived the village cor have now gone, lemdng
lrge creas emply and undenused. Respecting thia
ewiting pottern and obutling the wreet edge directly
wth the bourdary of dwelings, the project reofems
the street o a ploce of habitation and recreotion. At
growed bevel the dvwelings ove configured to contrdute
e 1o the street winle ensuring privocy for the spoces
within. Wehiudor acoss within these stroets & Beritnd
i part of @ wicke traffic imaragement scheme.

The brick Facade, the regularity of open-
r suhule w i height
v constitute gesiures waands
city, recalling the implicit codes of Geongian
houses and  ensuring an unproblemaric
merger with the wban cont At the same
me, the facade de iy w
e comventional order, allowing the hnm-\-

wm the siclewsnys views albimesd by the
el up s the terrace

which it is embedded.

Charlotte Road, east London Thé progect wos bull on

Al dxciag eevetion of o ph: DG)
Betow o clevartion: E-W sectiony, S M sextions: | et 2 we, 1 srskdentiol ersaree, 4 Woeswork,

the site of two onginal codfages, am eight by
i Enll g und e sices, writes Hein xavidowicl it con-
st of s office with shop font on the geround fioor and

bosemerd, o ttucko on the first fioor and, af the fop, @ fwo-

ool tpmace. A
n l"v e ol of o ombiguousl- frontod
sowehoe, recalling the copacily of Geoegian orchie e
10t 1 chorges i use i alw
oo the cuter

Ieternall the programmatic divisians are refiected in
the verticol arcudation: the tirber staroose, wide and
‘stright up b0 B first fooy, becomes nosower and fnéts
s & mrcurts towards he privote quarten. From there, o
widely spraced i mesh stoi, painted white, b 1o the
o teeroce arsl deubles a5 @ narrow skyght

The moisorette is oganded around o sev-itemal
ghared courtyard that convects the two fioon, bringing
doyfight info the deep plan. The private intevior opens
wrshs for skt B o surs-sicpived gt Thhe
aportment & charocterised by the tention betwoen this
upnond thaust and the functional diferentiation of the
st foers- the lower ane the mare peivate, the higher
@ saciad realm of lvingfdining, opening fo views of the oy
The secend floor & o horizontal, infimate werkd, with
rocem grouped crrornd o vy, irer-ckad hal wih
coess fo the courtyord. The top kitchen and dining area
are boftier, their werticolly occentutted by on unespectnd
fokd in the celing that coplures the monming sun.

This eight, comtricted plon with about six degrees of
porwe - vorping between the very private master
oo fo the iy exposed oy views of the roof deck
_ i entirely mashed behied the public comentonaity of
the street elevestion.

5 vaid, & bk, 7 iy g rocm, & e, 10 butroom, || ferd oo v, 12 sonetyimsd

ATIES + 39



Abowe Churioese Rood tl foor kichen and second S e
bt et 3ty {h DG}

o, Comud, Bt sevisnd and thind floces of Cheriotte oo

¥ vl 2 wead s bussivrart (s it et use}, 3w & srschest

ewore, § dvdng & bbby 7 bw/work, § bothroom, % bedvoom,

18 st 11 mustarrie entmnee, 17 unlty. 13 conetyont, 14 vod

In this narrow street, the head {

streteher depth of the reveals means that the
recessed windows are almoss imisible il
O s VT llt\hl' tromg, dinalumic shadows
give an L private feel e e
loors while the shop window and glass door,
Hush with the facade, directly iesface witly
the public territory, The bronee residentia
enmance doar, nailstsdded ke @ medieal
faces e focling of privay while
oyfiul note 1o the formal ememble.

reveals variations in
smmetry of openings on the first
anl second Moo, The piana nobile has Four
erpuallyspaced follheight doors relating o
the el spuice bel whereas the second
floor casement doors” grouping in pairs

Close

power il

reflects 4 potential oom dividon, The mised
parapet of the wermce consiss of o semi-
open sections, woven in bock with the

remonal of every second  header,
stretehed between three pallars that continue
the tectonic and symmetrical onder of the
Moo ko,

Tandeor's contemporary sedmerpretaion of
the (-\ww.lll tewmlonse contrasts a formal,
al plhystogno-

an abundance of mtemal provisos
regands to comvention. The radicalised
nevality of the interface with the public
- exte ol from e f;r-lr o the

el niopen and open spaces. The
il approach mirmors an outdared
1l at{‘r\'nl\]x‘ ol
and ecce

il
appe
Indeed this howse finds @

raisns o Gre

1y I\ meddiane
tions sl the: reimerpreation of a predomi-
mant wrban wpe (Georgian termce). Bath
ovwareds an undertving decper culiral
e 1o fts place, and
mywhere che. The architecniml
weelligence glimpesed i 1|n- Chance Strect

15 tesmoe
50t ), 1 vt v coustyons, 17 kchen, g rocem
Bckow Vieww o amaain b Mo infomal coutyard o

ccurtycrst it Boar e werk arve i ncble i D)

Raint I e i

intensely at work in Charlotte Road.
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